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YOUR WEB-TO-PRINT SOLUTION
FROM QUOTE & PRINT

E-Commerce is a business that is on the rise today and the internet’s
vast potential has made it easier for printers to reach out to a wider

customer base.

Singapore Regional Support Hub:

CALL: (65) 6280 4321          E: info@quoteandprint.com.sg          W: www.quoteandprint.com.au

Features include:

- Fully integrated with Quote & Print ERP & MIS Software
- Create your own B-to-C and B-to-B storefronts
- Easy-to-upload corporate databases
- Interactive pricing and shipping guides
- E-designer for template personalisation
- PDF artwork generation

The marketplace is evolving.
Catch the wave now.
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Mr. Lee Kuan Yew graced the Association’s 
30th Anniversary Dinner in December 1967.





PMAS NEWSPMAS NEWS

In this issue we focus on ‘Green’ issues. From water pollution 

to global warming, environmental issues affect every person, 

animal, community, and nation on the planet. As increasing 

evidence supports the devastating effect humans have on 

the environment - more people are taking steps to protect the 

environment. 

We also highlight how the printing industry is reacting to the 

need for environmentally friendly processes. By utilizing a wide 

range of environmentally sound practices, the printing industry 

will be able meet the needs of its customers while leaving a 

lighter footprint on the earth. In addition to this special issue 

focusing on ‘Green’ issues, we will endeavour to feature articles 

pertaining to the environment from time to time.

HIGHLIGHTS
We thank APP, Fuji Xerox, Kodak, Grafmac, Konica Minolta, 

Ricoh, Spicers Asia, Technotrans and TIPPS for providing 

articles for this ‘Green’ issue. In addition we thank: Kodak 

Singapore for supplying chemical-free Sonora XP printing 

plates; Spicers Asia for sponsoring FSC certified recycled 

paper; Asiawide Print Holdings for the output of  the plates; and 

Ho Printing for undertaking the printing using their  eight-colour 

alcohol-free press.

On page 2 we honour the late Mr. Lee Kuan Yew, our first 

Prime Minister and the Founding Father of post-independence 

Singapore. We feature some photographs when Mr. Lee Kuan 

Yew graced our 30th Anniversary Dinner in 1967 at the Chinese 

Chamber of Commerce Building in Hill Street.

The PMAS Golf Tournament 2015 will be 

held on Wednesday 23rd September 

2015 at the Singapore Island 

Country Club. (Island Course): 

Tee-Off at 12.30 pm.

All PMAS member firms 

and their staff and business 

associates are invited to 

participate. Members will be 

informed by circular.

PMAS welcomes sponsors who 

can contribute to the success 

of the PMAS Golf Tournament 

PMAS GOLF 
TOURNAMENT 2015

2015. Sponsorship can be in cash or 

in kind (goody bags, golf balls, golf 

umbrellas, wine and lucky draw 

prizes). Adequate publicity will be 

accorded to all sponsors during 

the golf tournament, at the 

dinner and through the PRINT 

Singapore magazine.

Please contact Jason 

Ong if you wish to discuss 

sponsorship of the PMAS Golf 

Tournament – Tel: 6336 4227 or 

e-mail: jasonong@pmas.sg



15FESPA
CHINA
2015
21-23 October 2015

Shangha i

FIND YOUR KEY TO SUCCESS  
A T  F E S P A  C H I N A  &  C S G I A  2 0 1 5
21-23 October 2015, Shanghai New International Expo Centre, Shanghai, China

FESPA China & CSGIA 2015: ‘Find the Key to Success’ for your print business amongst the industry’s 
finest representatives covering wide format digital printing, screen printing, garment decoration, 
textile print, signage and point of sales display.

With 500 international and local manufacturers and suppliers displaying new products, the latest 
technology and applications, visitors can gain insight and knowledge to enhance their business at FESPA 
China & CSGIA, Shanghai.

Visit Shanghai New International Expo Centre, Shanghai from 21-23 October 2015

Solutions Partner

REGISTER FOR YOUR FREE VISITOR BADGE AT  WWW.FESPACHINA.COM



MEASURES businessesFOR

SINGAPORE BUDGET 2015:

We must reach our next frontier as an economy, with firms driven by innovation, and higher incomes coming 
from deep skills and expertise in every job. 

We must make innovation pervasive in our economy, and take concerted steps to include as many SMEs as 
possible. Our industries have to shift from value-adding to value-creating. We have to bring new ideas to the 
market.

Deputy Prime Minister and Finance Minister 
Tharman Shanmugaratnam, Budget 2015

“

”
A 

The Government will defer this year’s round of announced levy increases for S Pass and Work Permit 
Holders, with 2 exceptions:

Current Work Permit Holder levy rates for 2015 and 
2016 will be frozen at 2014 levels.

Construction Sector

Manufacturing Sector

Basic tier levy for basic skilled R2 workers will be 
raised from S$550 to S$650 in Jul 2016 and S$700 
in Jul 2017; and 

Man-year entitlement levy rates for higher skilled 
R1 workers will be reduced from S$750 to S$600 
from Jul 2015.

The Transition Support Package will be extended by 2 years but at reduced support levels.

Extended to 2017 to give employers more time to adjust to the 
tight labour market.

Gross monthly wage increases of at least S$50 in qualifying year 
2016-2017, up to gross monthly wage level of S$4,000, will qualify for 
20% co-funding.

Gross monthly wage increases of at least S$50 given in 2015 and 
sustained in 2016/2017, and wage increases given in 2016 and 
sustained in 2017, will continue to be co-funded at 20%. 

WAGE CREDIT SCHEME

helping businesses cope with costs

RESTRUCTURING BUSINESSES TOWARDS 
INNOVATION AND GROWTH 
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PIC and PIC+ will continue till YA 2018. 

PIC Bonus phased out after YA 2015.  

CATALYSE ENTERPRISE FINANCING

SUPPORTING INNOVATION AND ENTERPRISE GROWTH

Grant Support for Innovation

Simplified application process for grant support of S$30,000 or less. Enhanced 
funding support level of up to 70% for qualifying costs extended for 3 years till 
31 Mar 2018. 

Capability Development Grant (CDG) 

Extended to all industries to develop productive and innovative solutions. 
SPRING’s Collaborative Industry Projects

Partnerships for Capability Transformation (PACT) Programme 
Enhanced to foster collaboration between large organisations and SMEs.

B

Pilot venture debt risk-sharing programme 

BAS topped up by S$75M. Co-investment cap increased to S$2M per 
company for BAS and SPRING SEEDS.

Business Angel Scheme (BAS) & SPRING Startup Enterprise 
Development Scheme (SPRING SEEDS)

To provide 50% risk-sharing to selected financial institutions for 
such loans, over an initial period of 2 years.

ENABLE ENTERPRISE GROWTH

Extended till 31 Mar 2020 to encourage angel investors to invest in start-up 
companies. New qualifying investments made from 24 Feb 2015 to 31 Mar 2020 
and co-funded under SEEDS or BAS will also qualify for AITD.

Angel Investors Tax Deduction (AITD) Scheme

PRODUCTIVITY AND INNOVATION CREDIT (PIC) BONUS

30% CIT rebate extended for Year of Assessment (YA) 2016 
and 2017. Reduced cap of S$20,000 per company per YA.

CORPORATE INCOME TAX (CIT) REBATE

07PRINT SINGAPORE  ISSUE 002  2015



Increased tax allowance for acquisition costs from the current 5% to 
25% of the value of acquisition. Cap on allowance remaining at S$5M 
per YA. 

Companies will be able to claim M&A benefits for acquisitions resulting 
in at least 20% shareholding in the target company. M&A tax allowance 
scheme extended till 31 Mar 2020. 

Extended to cover overseas M&A financing. 

Section 13H of the Income Tax Act (ITA)

 

Refined for venture capital funds and venture capital fund management companies. 

A 5% concessionary tax rate will be accorded to approved companies managing 
Section 13H funds on their specified income from 1 Apr 2015 to 31 Mar 2020. 

The Pioneer Service incentive will be withdrawn from 1 Apr 2015 and Pioneer 
certificates already issued will not be a�ected. 

C 
SkillsFuture Earn and Learn Programme 

Matching Polytechnic and ITE graduates with employers for structured 
on-the-job training and mentorship leading to industry qualifications.

Targeted Support for Career Progression
SkillsFuture Study Awards for Singaporeans to develop deep specialist skills 
in future growth clusters.

SkillsFuture Leadership Development Initiative for companies to develop 
Singaporean corporate leaders.

SkillsFuture Fellowships will be introduced from 2016 to help Singaporeans 
achieve mastery in their respective fields.

A New Industry Collaboration
Sectoral Manpower Plans (SMPs) will be developed in all key sectors by 2020.

Boost SMEs’ training capabilities through a pool of 
SkillsFuture mentors.

Helping Businesses ENHANCE THEIR WORKFORCE CAPABILITIES

Higher CPF Salary Ceiling

OFFSETTING CPF CHANGESD 

CPF salary ceiling increased from S$5,000 to S$6,000 from 1 Jan 2016.

Internationalisation Finance Scheme
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Raise CPF Contribution Rates for Older Workers

Increase in employer contributions goes to Special Account. Increase in employee 
contributions goes to Ordinary Account. Takes e�ect 1 Jan 2016. 

The government will raise the CPF contribution rate for workers aged 50 to 65 years. 

AGE EMPLOYER EMPLOYEE

50 to 55

55 to 60

60 to 65

+1%

+1%

+0.5%

+1%

0

0

Enhanced Temporary Employment Credit (TEC)
TEC raised from 0.5% to 1% of wages in 2015.

TEC extended by 2 years (1% of wages in 2016; 0.5% of wages in 2017).

Extension of TEC will o�set two-thirds of employers’ costs due to CPF changes in 
2016, and one-third in 2017.

Encourage Re-Employment Beyond 65 / 
Top-up Special Employment Credit (SEC) Fund

The Special Employment Credit (SEC) helps employers pay for CPF 
contributions of workers. It provides employers with an additional SEC 
of up to 3% of wages for workers aged 65 years and above in 2015.

0.5%

1% 2015

SEC Fund will be topped up by S$500M to meet needs of SEC 
until scheme expires in 2016.

ENCOURAGING INTERNATIONALISATION

Enhanced to cover salaries incurred for Singaporeans posted to new 
overseas entities.

The Government will:
Raise support level for SMEs for all activities under IE Singapore’s grant 
schemes from 50% to 70% for 3 years to 31 Mar 2018. 

Introduced to provide qualifying companies a 10% concessionary 
tax rate for income from internationalisation activities. Scheme will 
expire 31 Mar 2020.

Market Readiness Assistance (MRA) Grant
Global Company Partnership (GCP) Grant
International Marketing Activities Programme (iMAP)

E

Double Tax Deduction for Internationalisation Scheme

International Growth Scheme

Inform
ation is accurate as of M

arch 2015.
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WINNING
IN ASIA

TIPPS PTE LTD. will promote, sell and distribute Kodak Products in the Singapore market. 
These products are:

Kodak Sonora Process Free Plates and Kodak Digital Plates 

Kodak Offset CTP Systems and Workflows

Printers interested in process free plate technology, please contact 

Mr. Damien Goh: +65 8123 8521 from TIPPS PTE LTD.

TIPPS PTE LTD. and Kodak (Singapore) Pte. Limited 
are now partners in the Singapore market.



NEWSEXHIBITION
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TRENDS IN MODERN 
ENVIRONMENTAL 

CONSCIOUS PRINTING INKS:
INTRODUCTION OF PRODUCTS 

FROM TOYO INK GROUP 
FOR REDUCTION OF CO2 

EMISSIONS, ENERGY SAVINGS 
AND CONTRIBUTION TO 
THE RECYCLING - TYPE 

RESOURCES UTILIZATION.
The concept of a sustainable society has 

become essential in today’s production 

systems (“mono-zukuri”) since 1992. 

A clear shift regarding environmental 

conscious printing inks has been noticed 

as a response to the signature of the 

Framework Convention on Climate 

Change and the Rio Declaration that 

took place during the United Nations 

Conference on Environment and 

Development in Brazil in June 1992.

Before 1992, the two main aspects 

concerning environmental friendly 

printing inks were: 

- avoiding the usage of harmful metal

- reduction of the VOC. 

The improvement of working 

environment and ensuring the safety in 

the waste treatment were only seen as 

approaches from the point of view of 

environment pollution prevention.

Several countermeasures were shared 

worldwide at the Rio Declaration in 

response to global warming issues. 

There was a big shift on environmental 

conscious printing inks regarding 

resources preservation, natural 

environment protection and global 

warming.

in order to get a sustainable society the 

requirements related to printing inks can 

be summarized with the following key 

words:

• Reduction of CO2 emissions

• Energy savings

• Taking advantages of recycling 

resources.

The main raw materials for printing 

inks are pigments as colorants, resins 

as base, and solvents to dissolve the 

previous two components.

When talking about environmental 

consciousness, the most concerning 

part is the solvent part. By having a look 

at Table 1. it is easy to understand the 

importance of the solvent contribution in 

some inks, just by comparing the ratios 

of pigments, resins and solvents.

The solvent component will be almost 

totally evaporated during the processes 

of printing and drying; and a change on 

its amount will not drastically change the 

quality of the printed product but it is 

necessary to obtain a good printability.

CONT’D

GREEN ARTICLES
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In relation to the solvent amount, 

new inks have been developed with 

environment purposes and some 

representatives examples are the soy-oil 

based inks, aroma-free solvent-type 

inks and non-VOC inks among others. 

Recently new trends can also be seen 

in the printing inks with the effort to 

preserve the environment by focusing 

in reduction of CO2 emissions, energy 

savings and the usage of recycling 

resources.

TOYO INK GROUP IS 
INTRODUCING TWO OF ITS 
PRODUCTS.
• Highly reactive Offset UV ink, with 

the purposes of getting high quality 

printing, reduction of the CO2 

emissions and energy savings 

FD-KHS / LPC / LED Series

The market of this offset UV ink 

has been expanded widely thanks 

to its fast drying ability, its good 

printability and the improvement on 

the workplace environment.

The usage of energy for the drying 

process by UV lamps was a big 

challenge, despite its positive 

characteristics.

That is the reason why highly reactive 

inks appeared. By increasing the 

reactivity of the UV-curing inks 

compared to the conventional ones, 

the number of lamps required can 

be reduced, allowing a considerable 

power consumption reduction.

By using lamps of concentrated 

wavelength irradiation (ozone-less 

UV lamps) the ozone generation 

can be avoided as well as the heat 

generated by infrared light. Another 

benefit is the reduction on the size of 

the press because a lesser number 

of lamps are required. In the last few 

years the increasing usage of press 

with less lamps or LED lamps has 

contributed to the energy savings.

• Usage of recycled vegetable oil as 

main component for the new NV inks.

There has been an increasing 

interest within the printing industry 

in developing inks with a high 

performance in terms of environment 

consciousness. Simultaneously, 

there was a search for a better 

printability without compromising on 

the environmental aspects from the 

cost’s point of view.

In order to respond to those needs, 

Toyo Ink Group developed a group 

of non-VOC sheet-fed offset inks, 

sold with the commercial name of 

TOYOKING® NEX® NV100 Series, with 

high quality and high productivity. 

The environmental conscious high 

performance sheet-fed offset inks, 

TOYOKING® NEX® NV Series have 

been introduced during the Toyo Ink 

Group Private Show 2015 held in 

Tokyo on February 27th 2015.  

At that occasion, the new non-

VOC sheet-fed offset inks have 

been announced as a result of the 

development of a new resin along 

with the dispersion techniques 

improved over the years. The drying 

performances of these solvent type 

inks have been drastically improved 

maintaining a high printability.

They contain less than 1% of VOC 

components (boiling point below 

260˚C) in accordance with WHO 

chemicals classification. And they do 

not contain petroleum-type solvents 

with high boiling point.

Since its establishment, Toyo Ink Group’s 

aim is to contribute to the people’s life 

and culture improvement through the 

color development, being compliant 

with Japanese and overseas laws 

and ensuring safety and health of the 

stakeholders. Toyo Ink Group always 

has in mind the environment protection, 

resources preservation, energy saving and 

cooperation with the local communities.

Table 1. Typical printing inks composition comparison.

Gravure
Flexo inks

Pigment (Inorganic) 10~50
Organic 5~15

Resin 10~25

Solvent 30~70

Additives 0.5~5

Offset ink
(Sheet-fed) (Web-set)

Pigments 10~25 10~25

Resin 25~35 25~35

Solvent 25~35 30~40
Vegetable oils 10~30 5~10

Additives ~5 ~5

UV ink

Pigments 10~30

Pre-polymer 10~40

Acrylic acid 
Oligomer 20~60

Additives ~10
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QUOTE & PRINT PARTNERS 
WITH ALEYANT SYSTEMS ON 
THE SALES AND SUPPORT OF 

PRESSERO WEB-TO-PRINT
IN SINGAPORE

Quote & Print is pleased to unveil a new 

partnership agreement with Aleyant 

Systems on the distribution and support 

of its flagship Aleyant Pressero Web-

to-Print software in Singapore. This 

represents the next milestone in the 

company’s strategic plans, particularly in 

terms of expanding sales in the growing 

E-Commerce market. 

Founded in 2005 in Illinois, United States, 

Aleyant Systems is an innovative leader 

in providing robust software services to 

the graphic communications industry at 

value-driven prices. The expertise lies in 

developing highly functional and flexible 

applications using the most current web 

development technologies available. 

The Pressero Web-to-Print software 

is one of the most complete systems 

within its price class, providing many 

features that other solutions do not 

offer. Pressero’s highly customisable 

retail store interface has launched many 

printers into the exciting world of internet-

based print sales. 

Aleyant’s eDocBuilder is a variable data 

publishing and online design template 

software. By using eDocBuilder, 

customers can quickly and easily 

customise, proof and approve 

documents directly from a web browser. 

Printers can upload their customers’ PDF 

templates into eDocBuilder, which are 

then linked to the online store products 

in Pressero. This also allows corporate 

customers to view their own template 

designs only.

Quote & Print’s partnership with Aleyant 

Systems is not surprising given the 

growing popularity of E-commerce 

platforms today. Quote & Print’s 

Managing Director Shanti Kumar said 

“We are pursuing a growth strategy in 

today’s digitalised world. The only way 

to rapidly leverage growth potential is to 

observe current market trends and to 

model the business around it.”

He continued “We want to break the 

traditional barriers of how and where 

customers print, making it easy for them to 

purchase custom or personalised materials 

anytime, anywhere. By partnering with 

Aleyant Systems to market their Pressero 

Web-to-Print solution, we are providing 

a viable option for printers to enter the 

E-commerce market.”

“Today we have a gateway that can 

seamlessly transfer information between 

Pressero Web-to-Print and Quote & Print 

MIS Software. This will save the printers 

a lot of time by providing an integrated 

platform for their business. It definitely 

benefits all existing and future users of 

Quote & Print MIS.”

Shanti concluded, “Our strength in 

software solutions, service and support 

will continue to benchmark ourselves to 

be a key print solutions provider in the 

print industry.” 

by Aleyant Systems

Dynamic, Flexible and A�ordable Web-to-Print Storefronts

MEMBER’S NEWS
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CANON EUROPE LAUNCHES 
OCÉ IMAGESTREAM 

2400 TO EXTEND 
DIGITAL PRINT ON 

OFFSET MEDIA 
APPLICATIONS

Canon Europe, world-leader in imaging 

solutions, is launching the new Océ 

ImageStream 2400 to bring the power 

of digital printing on offset-coated media 

to 20.5” (520mm) paper and 2-up A4 

applications.

The Océ ImageStream range, first 

introduced with the Océ ImageStream 

3500 in October 2014, is Canon’s first 

full-colour inkjet press to print on standard 

offset-coated paper stock. The range 

utilises the latest innovations in high-speed 

inkjet technology at a native resolution 

of true 1200dpi, and new ink chemistry 

to enable printing on a wider range of 

media then previously possible, including 

coated and uncoated offset-printing 

media and lightweight papers, meaning 

print service providers can mix offset and 

digital production lines without the need for 

two different types of paper and without 

compromising on productivity.

The Océ ImageStream 2400 brings this 

new technology to additional applications 

requiring a print width of 516mm (20.3”) 

and an optimum printing speed of 

160 metres per minute, resulting in an 

impressive equivalent of 2,154 A4 pages 

per minute.

“Since launching the Océ ImageStream 

3500 we have received a great deal of 

positive feedback from our customers,” 

says Peter Wolff, European Director, 

Commercial Printing Group, Canon 

Europe. “The Océ ImageStream range 

opens many doors for businesses looking 

to complement an existing offset workflow 

with the power of digital print, or move 

over to a completely digital workflow while 

retaining the familiar look and feel of offset-

coated and lightweight paper.”

“One major element of feedback, however, 

was the desire for a system that brings 

this new versatility to a 2-up A4 paper 

format so that customers can integrate 

this exciting technology into their existing 

workflows. The Océ portfolio already 

includes a range of systems at this width, 

so it was a natural step, and one which will 

be widely welcomed by existing customers 

and new customers alike.”

The Océ ImageStream 2400 is suitable 

for a wide range of high-end applications, 

including books, brochures, magazines 

and catalogues, combining the familiar 

image quality and feel of offset print, 

with the power and versatility of a digital 

workflow, enabling shorter or combined 

print runs, personalised content and 

print-on-demand. The Océ ImageStream 

2400 includes the high-performance and 

scalable Océ SRA MP controller, which 

offers uninterrupted printing of multiple 

jobs at full engine speed.

“Customers have already told us how the 

Océ ImageStream system will help them 

to achieve new levels of productivity and 

create new business propositions,” said 

Peter Wolff. “Now the Océ ImageStream 

2400 will bring that proposition to an even 

wider audience.” 



email : 
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TOMORROW
IN MIND

ENVIRONMENTAL TARGETS AND STRATEGIES
Our Eco Vision addresses issues and sets targets in order to 

protect the environment. Konica Minolta’s long term environmental 

plan entitled Eco Vision 2050, which uses 2050 as the target 

date for initiatives that prevent global warming, promote resource 

recycling and preserve biodiversity.

ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT THAT ENSURES 
EFFECTIVENESS – COVERING SUPPLY CHAINS AND 
OVERALL LIFECYCLE
Another approach includes developing our 3 Green Activities 

at each stage of the business process on a global scale: 

Green Products (Planning and Development), Green Factory 

(Procurement and Production), and Green Marketing (Logistics, 

Sales, Service and Recycling). Using these activities, we have 

adopted an environmental management that covers not only the 

whole business process, from product and service development all 

the way to procurement, but the entire lifecycle.

GREEN TECHNOLOGIES - SIMITRI HD 

Today, 99.6% of Konica Minolta’s colour toners and 96.5% of its 

monochrome toners are polymerised – the highest rates in the 

industry. Simitri HD polymerised toner has considerably less impact 

on the environment during its production, use and recycling. Its 

biomass content is actually CO2 neutral during recycling.

RANKED FIRST PLACE IN THE OVERALL 
MANUFACTURING SECTOR IN THE 18TH NIKKEI 
ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT SURVEY
Konica Minolta has carried out various measures toward achieving 

the Eco Vision 2050 goals and in the 18th Nikkei Environmental 

Management Survey, Konica Minolta, Inc. was ranked first place 

in the overall manufacturing sector in the 18th Environmental 

Management Survey conducted by Nikkei Inc.

419 manufacturing companies participated in the survey and 

Konica Minolta was awarded high marks in all categories which 

was based on: “Environmental Management Promotion System,” 

“Pollution Measures and Biodiversity Correspondence,” 

“Resource Recycling,” “Product Measures” and “Measures for 

Global Warming.” 

In addition, Konica Minolta received high praise in particular for our 

initiatives to go beyond the scope and helping customers and other 

members in society reduce their environmental impact.

Konica Minolta aims to promote sustainable 
development and profitable growth. With this in 
mind, Konica Minolta formulated Eco Vision 2050 to 
fulfil its responsibility as a global corporation.

Konica Minolta adopts energy saving and resource 
saving initiatives not only for reducing CO2 
emissions, but also to maintain a competitive edge, 
which lead to lower production and material costs 
and help global development.

At Konica Minolta, we believe in sustainability.
Konica Minolta products are designed with the environment in mind.



At Konica Minolta, we believe in sustainability.
Konica Minolta products are designed with the environment in mind.

FOR ADVICE ON HOW COLOUR PRINTING CAN HELP YOUR BUSINESS MOVE FORWARD, CONTACT KONICA MINOLTA AT (65) 6361 2800 OR ENQUIRY@KONICAMINOLTA.SG

33%
Less

CO2CO2

99.6% 96.5%

Colour toner

Polymerised toner

Pulverisedtoner

Monochrome toner

Simitri HD -Konica Minolta’s 
own toner development
Konica Minolta’s colour and monochrome 
toners are polymerised which has considerably 
less impact on the environment during its 
production, use and recycling. 

Green toner usage
Because polymerised toner grains are so fine, 
a smaller amount of toner is needed thus using 
fewer natural resources. Additionally, Simitri 
HD polymerised toner requires a lower fusing 
temperature. Both aspects contribute greatly 
to reducing the amount of energy used and the 
related CO2 emission.

Green toner recycling
An important ingredient in Simitri HD toner is 
biomass, which is CO2-neutral during recycling 
and further reduces the carbon footprint of 
Simitri HD and the Konica Minolta office devices. 

Green toner production
Konica Minolta’s HD toner reduce environmental 
footprint considerably. e.g. 33% less CO2 than 
conventional toner manufacture.
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Fuji Xerox Singapore Pte. Ltd has 

unveiled its latest flagship, the Versant™ 

80 Press at Fuji Xerox DocuWorld 

2015, the largest Document Services 

& Communications conference in 

Singapore last month. Targeted 

at the entry production market for 

printing professionals, the new color 

production press utilizes the professional 

printing technologies employed in the 

Versant™ 2100 Press – a full-fledged 

production model launched last year in 

August – while achieving a body size 

approximately half its width, making it 

compact to be installed in an office. 

FUJI XEROX UNVEILS ITS FLAGSHIP 
VERSANT™ 80 PRESS 
AT DOCUWORLD 2015 

The Versant™ 80 Press delivers efficient 

80-pages-per-minute (ppm) productivity 

enabled by its compact belt roll fuser 

used commonly in the Versant series, 

regardless of using uncoated or coated 

paper. This technology also enables 

printing on a variety of items such as 

envelopes. 

The two-day conference event with this 

year’s theme – Innovating the Future 

– was attended by industry partners and 

customers to discuss about key industry 

trends, case studies and best practices 

faced by enterprises, and also witness 

Fuji Xerox’s latest printing technologies 

that were showcased at the event. 

Customers had the chance to witness an 

interactive live product demo session led 

by Bruce Murphy, Marketing Manager of 

the Production Services Business Group 

at Fuji Xerox Singapore, on the new 

Versant™ 80 Press and were impressed 

by the new flagship press’s versatile and 

high performance professional features 

packed in a compact body.

 

With the advanced Simple Image Quality 

Adjustment feature developed from the 

existing Color C75 Press, operation 

intervention time is further reduced while 

enabling high quality prints. For example, 

adjusting front to back registration for 

double-sided printing can be completed 

simply by scanning a printed chart 

through the Document Feeder. Other 

features include improved quality of 

printing enabled by high-speed data 

transmission technology, which renders 

high resolution data in large volumes, 

and more versatility through an array of 

flexible finishing options such as booklet 

making, stapling, and hole-punching.  

“We’ve taken high-end functions 

selected from a full-fledged production 

model to reinforce the product lineup, 

so that our customers benefit from 

better quality printing,” said Murphy. 

“At Fuji Xerox, we remain committed to 

continuous innovation and to delivering 

breakthrough products and solutions to 

our customers, enabling them to achieve 

greater workflow efficiencies.” 

Fuji Xerox has received the 2015 

Technology Prize from the Japanese 

Society of Printing Science and 

Technology for its technology of 

transporting lightweight paper through 

the toner transfer area in its color 

on-demand publishing systems, 

implemented in the Versant™ 80 Press. 

Over the past five decades, Fuji Xerox 

has transformed its business to lead the 

way in innovation, systems integration 

and document management services, 

which has evolved since its early days 

as a print-based business. Today, Fuji 

Xerox is Singapore’s leading document 

services and communications provider 

and celebrates its golden jubilee this year 

in Singapore.



Do more. Get more.

VersantTM  80 Press

Designed to transform your digital print operation or business, The Versant™ 80 Press  prints faster (80ppm), on more media types, 
and delivers the Fuji Xerox innovation advantage.  Compact yet powerful, the Versant™ 80 Press is packed with more features, 
performance options and efficiency boosting workflows. Enhance your capabilities, increase productivity and earn a reputation for 
quality and creativity with Fuji Xerox’s exciting new press.
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INDUSTRY NEWS

Following the successful launch of the Stahlfolder BH/CH series 

one year ago, Heidelberger Heidelberg is adding a further 

folding model to its portfolio. 

The Stahlfolder CH 56 KT auto folding machine will be available 

worldwide from April 2015. The machine has been specially 

designed to enable customers to achieve the best possible 

folding results for flyers in 50x70 format. Its major advantage is 

the especially easy-to-use, end-to-end intelligent automation. 

The Stahlfolder CH 56 KT auto uses the same user-friendly 

touchscreen controls that thousands of customers have 

become accustomed to over the years. 

Its intelligent automation achieves very short makeready times. 

The automated parallel folding unit with buckle plates and 

folding rollers is accompanied for the first time in this format 

by an automated cross-fold unit. The operator only needs to 

enter the new job on the touchscreen for the front edge stop 

in the cross-fold unit to automatically move into position. The 

buckle plate and folding rollers are set to the right format and 

grammage. This simplifies the operator’s work enormously when 

setting up small folding jobs in particular, as there is no need for 

any manual intervention.

• New addition to the Stahlfolder BH/CH product line: The Stahlfolder CH 56 KT auto folding 
machine performs professional folding for short and medium offset and digital runs.

THE NEW 
STAHLFOLDER 
CH 56 FOLDING 
MACHINE FROM 
HEIDELBERG 
FOR SHORT 
RUN DIGITAL 
AND OFFSET 
PRODUCTION
Customers will also value the speed with which the folding job is 

completed and the last sheet stacked on the pallet. In one hour, 

the new Stahlfolder CH 56 KT auto folding machine could easily 

complete five repeat folding jobs of 500 to 1,000 copies each. 

The machine will appeal to customers looking to produce short 

runs in B2 format cost-effectively and in the shortest possible 

time, while still ensuring added value and quality control as part 

of their own offset and/or digital production processes.



 

Economy and ecology are not mutually exclusive. On the contrary, eco-friendly printing 
also makes perfect economic sense. You conserve resources, cut costs, and make a 
name for yourself on a future market with a firm focus on the environment. We can 
provide you with the solutions you will need when your customers ask you about green 
print products: “Think economically, print ecologically”. www.hms.heidelberg.com

Heidelberg Asia Pte Ltd  (199605750-M)

1A, International Business Park, #11-03 Singapore 609933. Tel: +65-6664 2600 Fax: +65-6664 2609
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CONT’D

NEW MODULAR VARIUS  
LX-TX NARROW WEB OFFSET 
PRESS FROM KBA-MEPRINT: 

PRODUCES TOP QUALITY LABELS 
AND LAMINATES AT A LOW PRICE

KBA-MePrint has earned its reputation in 

the industry for innovative printing solutions 

on demanding, non-absorbent substrates. 

Presses for waterless UV offset printing 

in the highest quality have long formed a 

core competence of this KBA subsidiary. 

KBA-MePrint joins the premium class 

of label and laminate printing with the 

modular Varius LX-TX narrow web 

press. In a market where digital printing 

is gaining importance in numerous 

segments, the Varius LX-TX provides an 

outstanding print quality, versatility and 

individual equipment options for printing 

and finishing along with economic 

advantages for small to medium runs.

The Varius LX-TX from KBA-MePrint is 

ideal for producing labels for quality wine, 

cosmetics and spirits and other luxury 

items as well as for printing tube laminates

LOWER COSTS AND BETTER 
QUALITY FOR SHORTER RUNS 
As a flexible narrow web press, the Varius 

• The Varius LX-TX from KBA-MePrint
is ideal for producing labels for quality wine, cosmetics and spirits and other luxury items as well as for printing tube laminates

LX-TX with ghosting-free short inking 

units is based on UV offset technology, 

a technology that has proven itself with 

a brilliant print quality in a wide range of 

real-world applications. The absence 

of ink keys and dampening solution 

simplifies operation, saves time and leads 

to a drastic reduction of waste during job 

changes – a crucial economic advantage 

for shorter runs. 

In addition, for label and laminate printing, 

the semi-rotary Varius LX-TX achieves 

the necessary format flexibility without 

expensive, complicated sleeves using 

cost-effective, quickly imaged and 

automatically interchangeable offset plates. 

Compared to conventional solutions, this 

lowers production costs and unproductive 

machine downtime significantly. Especially 

for screen images, the superior detail and 

colour brilliance of the waterless offset 

process shines – a great advantage for 

high-quality wine, spirits, cosmetics and 

other premium labels, films or challenging 

laminates with thicknesses between 50 

and 500 microns. 



KBA on sustainability
KB

A.
I.

70
9.

d

Responsibility to future
generations
As a driver of innovation in press technology KBA has a historic 
commitment to future generations. 200 years ago our founders sought 
to bring the printed word to the masses. Today we are seeking to 
preserve a natural environment for our children’s children. Eliminating 
alcohol and water from the printing process and reducing energy 
consumption are examples of the many contributions we have made 
towards protecting the climate. We are fully aware of our responsibility 
to our planet and we act accordingly.

KBA Koenig & Bauer AG (Asia Pacific) Sdn. Bhd. 
+60 3 788 588-60, KBA@KBAasiapacific.com
KBA Asia Pacific (Singapore Branch) 
+65 6562 8582, ssegger@KBAasiapacific.com, www.kba.com Koenig & Bauer AG
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• A Rapida 106 with six printing units, coater and delivery extension mainly for handling plastic film has also been in operation at the 
company’s plant in Haridwar for three years. Products combining the sheetfed offset and sheetfed gravure printing processes are 
also produced there.

The semi-rotary drive concept allows for 

continuous variation of the printing length 

without time-consuming changes for 

the plate and blanket cylinder. The high 

degree of automation with fully automatic 

plate change, auto register, optional 

quick-change doctor blade chambers 

and other features greatly minimises 

set-up times. The sum of the technical 

and procedural advantages provides the 

user with opportunities for differentiation 

and specialisation in a highly competitive 

market. 

USER-ORIENTED TECHNOLOGY 
PLATFORM 
The fully modular design of the Varius LX-

TX is not a purely offset press but a flexible 

and configurable, user-oriented technology 

platform for the printing, finishing and 

postpress required for premium labels. 

Instead of the anilox inking units, longer 

inking units without damping units can 

be integrated as well as modules for UV 

varnishing or opaque white applications 

(replaceable between different positions 

within the machine), flat screen printing 

units from KBA-Kammann and digital 

printing heads (also subsequently) for 

marking or personalisation. The same 

flexibility applies to the inline finishing with 

the possible integration of modules for cold 

and hot stamping, embossing, stamping, 

cutting, weeding, etc. 

Depending on customer requirements, 

a wide range of drying systems from 

different manufacturers are used. In 

addition to drying with ultraviolet and 

infrared radiation, a hot-air dryer system 

can also be installed.

Outstanding productivity using Goss 

finishing equipment has now been 

achieved by 1405 individual crews and 

earned them membership in the Goss 

Pacesetter Club.  Established in 1997 to 

provide an incentive for achieving peak 

performance on Goss saddlestichers, 

GOSS PACESETTER 
CLUB MEMBERS 
SET NEW RECORDS 
FOR PEAK 
PERFORMANCE

adhesive binding systems and trimmers, 

the Goss Pacesetter Club admits new 

members each year as specific targets 

are met and productivity records 

continue to be broken.

Tim Van Driessche, Goss Director of 

Commercial Sales says. “We have seen 

our customers achieve up to 98 percent 

production capacity on our finishing 

systems. These levels of productivity set 

standards for the whole industry and 

provide an important benchmark for print 

purchasers. They demonstrate excellence 

in areas other than raw performance: 

operator training, equipment maintenance 

and efficient workflow are all indicated by 

achieving Pacesetter Club criteria.

Submissions for club membership show 
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us that between 50 and 60 percent 

of Pacesetter machines installed in 

the past ten years are achieving these 

high performance levels. To hit these 

levels of productivity demonstrates the 

longevity of the Pacesetter systems and 

the high built-in value of installing one of 

these machines.” Among those recently 

admitted to the Pacesetter Club are Japs 

Olson, of St. Louis Park, Minnesota; 

Journal Graphics, of Portland, Oregon; 

and Freeport Press, Freeport, Ohio.

Japs Olson achieved Pacesetter Club 

performance with a Pacesetter 1600 

stitcher with GT-16 trimmer installed in 

March last year. This powerful combination 

with its automation features facilitated 

Pacesetter Club production levels for the 

company. Able to produce booklets from 

A3 to A5 size, the Pacesetter 1600 stitcher 

can incorporate up to 40 independent 

hoppers and has a maximum output of 

16,000 booklets per hour.

“The Pacesetter 1600 has enabled us to 

operate at twice the speed of our previous 

equipment,” says Michael Murphy, 

president of Japs Olson. “The GT-16 

trimmer has made a major impact on 

productivity. All the operator has to do is 

enter the book size and everything in the 

line is automatically positioned in a matter 

of seconds. The GT-16 trimmer can also 

store job information for fast setup when 

handling repeat jobs. The time gained in 

this way means that more products can be 

produced on fewer machines.”

Also aiming for a competitive advantage, 

Journal Graphics, of Portland, Oregon, 

was looking for a high-speed stitcher. The 

company installed the first Pacesetter 2200 

system on the West Coast and, within 

three months, two of its operators delivered 

runs that attained Pacesetter Club status, 

producing more than 20,300 books per 

hour. The top performance of any company 

using a Pacesetter 2200 system was 21, 

463 booklets per hour, or 97.6 percent of 

total capacity, achieved over a 12 hour shift.

Van Driessche concludes: “There’s 

no doubt that the Pacesetter Club 

has contributed to companies setting 

their productivity goals higher. The 

number of printers that are qualifying 

clearly demonstrates the rising 

standards that can be achieved when 

working with first-class equipment.”





Reduced Rinsing 
Water Disposal, 

CPS Plate Rinsing Water 
Cleansing Device

PiD-5000 AI Replenish System
& RRD Recycle Device

PiD-5000 AI Replenish System
& RRD Recycle Device
& WDT Wasted Developer Processor

Reduced Developer
/ Replenisher Usage

reduced quantity 
of Wasted Developer.

GRAFMAC Co. LTD
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REALIZING GREEN 
PLATE PROCESSING

One of the most obvious dilemmas that prepress rooms are 

facing nowadays is deciding in between processless/low-chem 

plate or conventional CTP plate with the consideration of the 

increasing additional cost for treating wasted chemical, and 

environmental issues related to prepress. Pollution from plate 

processing chemicals has been reduced since the merging of 

digital printing, but still remain a problem for printing factories 

in Singapore. Options of different plates are available in the 

Singaporean market - but each option has its advantages and 

short comings. 

Processless plates solved the problem of pollution, but its price, 

durability and dot accuracy still put most print shops on hold. 

Conventional CTP plates are more economical, and capable 

of delivering long run plates with relatively higher accuracy 

and finer dots - but the wasted developer pose a threat to the 

environment as well as create additional costs for treating the 

wasted developer in a safe manner.

A balanced middle ground has to be found in order to solve 

both problems - environmental issues and increased cost 

for plate processing. Such goals are no longer a far - fetched 

dream for print shops. The new solution provided is simple: 

namely, processing conventional CTP plate but greatly reducing 

the developer usage and reducing the quantity of wasted 

developers. Imaging using conventional CTP plates are relatively 

cheaper than processless/low chem plate, at the same time 

reducing 65% of the developer usage; and cuts down the 

quantity of wasted developer disposal to 7% of the of the 

volume produced with traditional developer usage.

 This is no longer a theoretical hypothesis, but a true economical 

and environmentally friendly green prepress solution. This 

Green plate processing system is called GRAFMAC ECO TRIO, 

consisting of GRAFMAC CDN/P II Plate processor and WDT 

wasted developer processor.  

My Colour Printing Co. is a major printing factory located in 

Suzhou, China. It is also one famous as a pioneer of green 

printing in China that has received several awards in the field 

of green printing. The company also gives lectures on green 

printing at various conferences and workshop on green printing. 

Using a GRAFMAC ECO TRIO plate processing system, they 

have already achieved the highest global standard in CTP 

plate processing - in terms of various aspects including dot 

consistency, reducing developer usage and reducing the 

quantity of developer disposal. 

During the testing period of GRAFMAC ECO TRIO in My Colour 

Printing from Aug. 25, 2014 to Feb.16, 2015 – a total 177 days, 

using Kodak Capricorn GT plate, Kodak Gold Star Premium 

Developer and replenisher, they processed total of 15,755 

pieces of plates of 1030 X 790mm size. The developer was not 

changed during the whole testing period, and the dot deviation 

of all the processed plates from plate #1 to plate # 15755 were 

all within the range of +/- 0.5%. 

Another feature included in the GRAFMAC CDN/P II processor 

is the RRD developer recycle/reuse device which aims to greatly 

reducing the developer usage. During the My Colour testing 

period, only 2 barrels of developer and 37 barrels of replenisher 

were consumed for processing 15755 plates - which is 65% less 

than the official replenishing volume recommended by plate/

developer manufacturer. 

The last part of the GRAFMAC ECO TRIO Plate Processing 

System is the WDT wasted developer processor, which 

separated the wasted developer into condensed wasted 

chemical solution and water. The volume of wasted developer 

needed for professional treatment was reduced by 80%.
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The water separated through WDT had been tested and passed 

the standard for industrial wasted water disposal - meaning, 

the water can be safely disposed into the sewer without further 

treatment. The operator can also re- use this regenerated 

water for plate rinsing. In addition, there are no extra polluted 

consumables that needed to be disposed during the process. 

My Colour Printing has achieved the above record with 

the GRAFMAC ECO TRIO Plate Printing System, without 

changing their plate making procedure. They were able to fulfill 

their promises as a green printing factory while keeping the 

production cost low by using conventional CTP plates. 

GRAFMAC ECO TRIO system has already been introduced into 

the Singapore market, and GRAFMAC CDN/P processor has 

been installed at major Singaporean printing factories such as 

Colourscan. It is believed to be very suitable for the Singaporean 

market - an economical alternative for those print factories who 

wish to adopt green printing. 



ARTICLESGREEN

34 ISSUE 002  2015  PRINT SINGAPORE  

WHAT IT IS
Environmentally-friendly printing combines sustainability with the 

printing of paper products. It involves practices that prove less 

harmful to the environment than customary printing practices. 

Some eco-friendly printing tips include:

• Using digital formats over printing whenever possible

• Using recycled paper

• Using recycled printer cartridges

• Purchasing soy-based ink

• Printing on both sides of the paper

WHY IT MATTERS
Printing uses energy and trees. It also produces volatile organic 

compounds (VOCs), which can harm your health.

Printing uses lots of energy.
Printers and copiers are among the most energy-intensive 

fixtures in the workplace.[1] Printing fewer pages means 

using less energy, which helps the environment, as well as a 

business’s bottom line.

It wastes trees.
Printing less can save thousands of trees and dollars. The 

average office employee uses 10,000 sheets (20 reams) of 

paper each year, or more than one tree.

It costs money. 
With the total cost of using and handling paper being anywhere 

from $26 to $62 per ream, businesses spend a great deal of 

money on printing. In short, printing less saves more.

It also produces VOCs. 
Standard printer ink has petroleum in it, which produces volatile 

organic compounds, or VOCs. VOCs are emitted as gases from 

certain solids or liquids and can cause short and long-term 

health problems.[3] Printers and copy machines produce VOCs 

too, further increasing the amount of VOCs in the workplace. 

GETTING STARTED
• Expand the margins on documents

• Print on both sides of the paper

• Reuse scrap paper

• Recycle paper

Expand the margins.
Expanding the margins on documents will allow you to fit more 

text on each page. In turn, this will help you print fewer pages 

per document.

Print on both sides.
Double-sided, or “duplex,” printing also helps you print fewer 

sheets of paper. Duplex is a setting on your printer. However, not 

all printers are capable of easy duplex printing. Research your 

printer’s settings or consider switching to a printer that makes 

duplex printing simpler.

According to a study of Citigroup’s New York offices, duplex 

printing is “easily implementable and cost-effective.” CitiGroup 

saved over $100,000 in paper and handling costs over the five-

week study period. The company also saved 34 tons of wood 

and nearly 400 billion BTUs of energy.

Re-use scrap paper.
Printing produces a lot of waste paper. To help reduce waste, 

place a bin for scrap paper next to the printer. Employees can 

reuse the paper for one-off printing or note taking instead of 

tossing it into the trash or recycling bin.

Recycle paper.
Although American businesses use tons of paper each year, 

little of it ends up in the recycling bin. Paper and paperboard 

make up about one third (32.7%) of material solid waste in the 

United States.

When finished with documents, make sure to recycle them 

ENVIRONMENTALLY-
FRIENDLY PRINTING

BY GREEN PLUS | POSTED IN: WASTE REDUCTION & RESPONSIBLE DISPOSAL
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instead of throwing them in the trash. If the documents do not 

contain sensitive information, consider recycling them in house 

by shredding and using them for packing material.

GOING FURTHER
• “Green screen” your suppliers

• Go paperless

GREEN  SCREEN SUPPLIERS. 
Ask your vendors if they offer:

• Soy-based inks: Soy-based inks produce far fewer VOCs 

while preserving print and image quality.[6]

• Recycled printer cartridges: Up to 97 percent of the 

materials in a printer cartridge can be recycled or reused. 

You can refill most ink cartridges 5-7 times.[7]

• Recycled paper: Check out Conservatree’s list of 

recycled paper vendors for help with buying recycled paper.

GO PAPERLESS.
Going paperless can also help make your business more 

environmentally-friendly.  It means reducing paper use as much as 

possible through the use of electronic file sharing and storage. In 

addition to saving paper, going paperless helps your organization 

spend less money and create more storage space. Check out 

Microsoft’s tips on going paperless for more information.

[1] “Energy-Efficient Office Equipment: A Pacific Energy Center Fact Sheet,” Pacific Gas and Electric Company, 1997, http://www.pge.

com/includes/docs/pdfs/about/edusafety/training/pec/inforesource/energy-efficient_office_equipment.pdf, accessed 5 August 2013.

[2] “10 Simple Things You Can Do To ‘Green’ Your Office,” Business Ethics, 4 August 2010, http://business-ethics.

com/2010/08/04/1522-10-simple-things-you-can-do-to-green-your-office/, accessed 5 August 2013; “Trees Into Paper,” 

Conservatree, http://www.conservatree.org/learn/EnviroIssues/TreeStats.shtml, accessed 5 August 2013.

[3] “An Introduction to Indoor Air Quality,” United States Environmental Protection Agency, http://www.epa.gov/iaq/voc.html, 

accessed 5 August 2013.

[4] “Citigroup: Improving Paper Management,” EDF + Business, http://business.edf.org/casestudies/citigroup-improving-paper-

management, accessed 5 August 2013.

[5] “Municipal Solid Waste in the United States: 2007 Facts and Figures,” United States Environmental Protection Agency, (November 

2008): 5. Available at: http://www.epa.gov/osw/nonhaz/municipal/pubs/msw07-rpt.pdf

[6] Ananda Sankar Roy, et al., “Development of Mineral Oil Free Offset Printing Ink Using Vegetable Oil Esters,” Journal of Oleo 

Science 56, no. 12 (November 2007): 626-627. Available in full at: https://www.jstage.jst.go.jp/article/jos/56/12/56_12_623/_article

[7] “Why Recycle Printer Cartridges?” Ink Guides, http://www.inkguides.com/ink-toner-cartridge-recycling.asp#why-recycle-printer-

cartridges, accessed 5 August 2013.

Resources for More Information
• Nonprofit Guide to Going Green by Ted Hart, 

Adrienne D. Capps, and Matthew Bauer

• SustainAble: A Handbook of Materials and 

Applications for Graphic Designers and Their Clients 

by Aaris Sherin

• Barefoot Press in Raleigh, NC specializes in eco-

friendly printing.

• CitiGroup’s report details why green printing is 

important and how you can do it.

• Greenerprinter.com offers advice on how to “green 

screen” suppliers.

• Ink Guides explains the ins and outs of recycling ink 

cartridges.

• New Leaf Paper sells recycled paper.

• Soy Print offers information on how to purchase soy 

ink.

• Green Printing Tips by Get Connected

• How to Go Green with Renewable Toner Cartridges 

by Get Connected
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Green is the new black! Green cars, green shoes, green bags, 

green hair, green beer, green food, green people, green printing 

and green everything… green is poised to become the most 

favoured colour of the century! The human race suddenly 

became greenophilic when exposed to an imminent horror of 

total extinction. And it is a pity that we took so long to realize the 

consequences of our reckless lifestyle - depleting the natural 

resources and contaminating the earth.

But it is heartening to see a green revolution happening in the 

printing industry. The machinery suppliers are already spending 

millions in R&D to develop environmentally-friendly technology.  

Printers feel the pressure from strict environmental regulations. 

They started worrying about the safe disposal of solid and liquid 

waste their print shops churn out daily.

Mercury rose, glaciers melt, forests disappeared, animals died 

and the seasons became unpredictable. Be the farmer or the 

president, everybody feels the heat and everybody has to act. 

This is the deal. And every second we spend contemplating 

the pros and cons is already adding another Fahrenheit to 

the thermometer. We became so addicted to the comforts of 

destructive modern technology that we consciously dig our own 

graves. And we are now frantically inventing technology to save 

us from the damages caused by technology. 

Just like any other industry, the printing industry discharges a 

cocktail of poisonous wastes to the environment. Waste paper, 

waste ink, contaminated dampening water, contaminated 

washing solvent, contaminated developer, waste plates, 

waste films, toxic vapours from the chemicals used and 

contaminated coating solution are some of the contributing 

agents.  In the beginning, all these contaminations were merely 

dumped anywhere convenient for the printer. Now, proper 

waste management system has to be in place to handle these 

hazardous wastes. If Mr. Printer is not willing to act responsible, 

time may come soon when he is out of the game as the 

enforcement is tightening the rules. It is wise acting now rather 

than waiting to react!

Green printing is an equilibrium at which the resources and 

the output in the printing process are balanced with minimum 

negative impact on the environment. Don’t think you are doing a 

favour to others when you switch to green printing. You are doing 

a favour to yourself and your company as it reinforces your own 

existence be it in the industry or on the planet. Green printing 

advocates controlled use of resources often minimising wastage. 

Green printing protects the environment by either recycling or 

safe disposal of the wastage.

Several systems are already available in the industry to support 

environmentally-friendly printing. We can call these systems 

Green Printing Agents (GPAs) as they assist in the transition 

to Green Printing. But there lies the big stumbling block as green 

printing comes with additional investments! Days are gone when 

one can take such technologies as a luxury... now they became a 

necessity. 

Why should a printer invest in environmentally-friendly 

technology? The common mindset in the industry is that such 

technologies are cost burdens to the printer. Though everybody 
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likes and appreciates the technology, they stumble at the initial 

cost of investment. What they really forget is that it is a savings 

account as the systems pay back over time. When a printer asks 

how the technology benefits him, he is talking only the economy.

But when he starts thinking how the technology benefits ‘others’, 

he is talking about the ethics. The ‘others’ include the complete 

environment including all living creatures, the earth and the future 

generations to come. The good news is that the GPAs benefit 

both the printer and the environment. But if the investment 

decision is made purely on the basis of economical benefits it is 

completely unethical. A socially responsible printer has to identify 

himself with the issues faced by the society. 

As a travelling salesman, very often I found myself sitting at 

the customer’s reception area staring into the nicely framed 

certifications hung on to the walls. Many of them declare the 

awards received by the printer at various events in the past. I 

usually look for an ISO 14000 certification and my eyes go big 

upon seeing one. This means this particular customer is a green 

printer and I have a chance to introduce some of our eco-friendly 

innovations. And who knows, a sales may come!

Finally, I am sitting face-to-face with the owner of the print shop 

showering him with all the praises for his green printing efforts. 

We go gaga over Global Warming, Carbon Foot print, Kyoto 

Protocol and so on... In this context, I introduce to him what we 

have to offer for his press room applications. He is suddenly 

very excited about the systems as I guide him through the 

presentations. A big grin appears on my face as the customer 

appreciates the technology. Later, upon my request, he takes me 

for a press room tour. 

The fun ends here! My grin dissolves in the pungent, lung 

penetrating alcohol smell as the customer opens the press room 

door. My head bows down in respect to the press operators for 

their tenacity. I forget Carbon Foot Print and leave my footprints 

on the ink and chemical stained floor tiles. My eyes strain on the 

huge pile of half-empty ink cans near the presses. 

The owner explains how he went green by switching to ‘soya-

based’ inks and purchasing CtP systems. He claims he uses 

hybrid rollers on his ‘new’ press to reduce alcohol. My antennae 

go up! ‘New’ press? He understands my struggle and draws my 

attention to an ink stained, powder coated and old looking press! 

I almost trip over the hoses running from the dampening tank 

to the city drain and perform an instant tap-dancing. The fumes 

from the dampening water tank burn my face. At the back is an 

array of canisters overflowing with used blanket washing solvent. 

Oops! My left foot is stuck on some sticky stuff! Spilled varnish on 

the floor!! I hastily dry my shoes on the pile of waste print copies. 

“They are the hickey ones” the owner comments. My heart is still 

searching for the “green” technology in the press room. I excuse 

myself and head for the washroom. What a smart way to escape 

from the press room!

Back in customer’s air-conditioned office, I nod my head in 

appreciation of his green efforts (?!). I humbly suggest him that 

there is still some more improvement can be done with our 

systems. He asks me to send an offer and the waiting game 

starts. As the grass grows in my backyard I wonder about the 

ISO 14000 certification and the auditing company. And I realise 

the meaning of Green Washing! The U.S.-based watchdog group 

Corp Watch defines green wash as “the phenomena of socially 

and environmentally destructive corporations, attempting to 

preserve and expand their markets or power by posing as friends 

of the environment.” 

The other day, somebody told me that human beings are the 

biggest parasites on the earth. The earth is a ticking time bomb 

and we, being the so-called rulers of the earth, have to think in a 

positive and responsible way. Probably, we may be able to reverse 

the global warming process, by collective efforts. The printing 

industry generates tonnes of solid, liquid and gaseous wastes 

everyday. Unfortunately, a major share of this waste is directly 

expelled to the environment. If a printer decides to go green, it 

comes with a Big (the ‘B’ is intentionally BIG) responsibility. 

It will not end with getting an accreditation and certification. 

Green Printing is a continuous process. It involves investing 

in proven technologies which are available for a more socially 

responsible and sustainable business. And it pays back on a 

long-term basis as many environmentally-friendly technologies 

are cost-saving technologies. 

The ISO 14000 certification is not just for grabbing a few 

additional export jobs or polishing your corporate image on the 

name cards or websites. There comes the most ethical question 

of your social responsibility as a corporate citizen. 
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With increasing numbers of businesses understanding the 

need to place environment sustainability at the heart of their  

operations, the past five years has seen the rise of the phrase 

“Green Procurement”. 

Initially, green procurement was strictly a compliance issue, 

providing businesses with the means to demonstrate to their  

stakeholders that they were operating in an environmentally 

friendly way. However, over the years it has developed into a 

value-creation model which can raise productivity, enhance 

customer relations, support innovation and enable growth. The 

question is, have businesses done enough to showcase their 

commitment to green procurement?

Recently, the discussion surrounding sustainability has focused 

on how industries can be transformed through business model 

innovation. As part of this, it has become clear that procurement 

and sustainability must intersect as companies adopt and 

strengthen their sustainability policies across the supply chain. 

To implement a sustainable supply chain, businesses must start 

by answering these three questions:

 – What is the company’s role in establishing a sustainable 

supply chain?

 – What tools does the company have to work with? What tools 

might be needed to achieve their goals?

 – Where can and should the company have most impact?

The company also has to understand the sustainability 

standards in their industry and aim to go beyond compliance by 

setting standards that exceed existing regulatory frameworks. 

Once a sustainability policy is in place, it is also critical to 

engage with third parties to guide and validate the company’s 

work. Engaging with third parties can also help to identify 

risks in the supply chain, or any violation of the company’s 

sustainability policy by its suppliers. It is important also to hold 

suppliers accountable to the standards and policies that have 

been put in place. 

AN EXAMPLE OF THIS IS ASIA PULP & PAPER’S 
FOREST CONSERVATION POLICY (FCP) WHICH 
INCLUDES:

 – A commitment to zero deforestation throughout the supply 

chain

 – The implementation of best practice in peatland 

management

 – The adoption and implementation of Free, Prior and 

Informed Consent in dealing with the local communities

These commitments are ambitious and bold in comparison 

to the other players in the pulp and paper industry and 

transparency is essential to the success of the FCP’s 

implementation. To ensure transparency, the company works 

with a credible third party, The Forest Trust, and has launched a 

Monitoring Dashboard where interested stakeholders can log in 

and monitor the progress of the FCP implementation. Under the 

FCP, the company has also developed an Association Policy, 

which outlines how suppliers are required to comply with the 

company’s sustainability policy and explains that those suppliers 

unwilling to comply will be delisted. 

There is huge scrutiny on the state of the global environment 

and how the world’s natural resources are managed and that 

isn’t going to change. What is encouraging, however, is that 

there is a growing momentum in many part of the world for 

actionable solutions and real commitment from the business 

community, governments and civil society. This provides a great 

opportunity for companies to demonstrate how they will play 

their part – ultimately creating and maintaining a sustainable 

supply chain is good for the environment but it’s also good for 

business. 

GREEN PROCUREMENT  
– THE TIME IS NOW

ARTICLESGREEN
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A 
NEW 
CLASS 
OF PLATES 
KODAK SONORA 

XP Process Free 

Plates are a new class of process free 

plates. In addition to being completely 

process free, meaning that there is no 

processing step, no chemistry, and no 

processing equipment, SONORA Plates 

deliver capabilities similar to mainstream 

processed plates. 

Lois Lebegue, Managing Director, ALMA 

Region, from Kodak explains what makes 

SONORA XP Plates different, “While there 

are other true process free plates, they have 

certain limitations, such as short run length 

capabilities, slow imaging speeds and very 

weak latent image visibility after exposure. 

SONORA XP Plates combine the benefits 

of process free with the productivity and 

print capabilities of mainstream plates. In 

addition, they have a stronger latent image 

than previous process free plates, making 

it easier for operators that need to put the 

plates on press.” 

KODAK: A NEW CLASS OF 
PROCESS FREE PLATES

ENVIRONMENTAL BENEFITS 
The environmental benefits of removing 

the processing step with process free 

plates are clear. Printers eliminate all 

processing chemistry and waste, they 

reduce water and electricity usage, they 

eliminate the package waste associated 

with processing chemistry, and there is 

no processing equipment to continually 

clean, maintain, and ultimately dispose of.

ECONOMIC BENEFITS 
Savings with process free plates include not 

just the tangible costs related to cutting out 

chemistry and using less water and energy, 

but also all the costs related to maintaining 

the processing equipment and disposing 

of chemistry. In addition, one of the biggest 

potential savings comes from eliminating 

the variability caused by processing, which 

can lead to poor quality, plate remakes, 

additional waste on press, and more. 

PROCESS FREE PLATES GO 
MAINSTREAM 
The fast imaging speeds, long run 

lengths, and strong print capabilities make 

SONORA XP Plates suitable for a wide 

range of printers, both large and small. 

SONORA XP Plates offer fast imaging 

speeds with laser energy required of 150 

mJ/cm2 on platesetters with KODAK 

SQUARESPOT Imaging Technology, 

so printers can take advantage of the 

maximum throughput capability of their 

platesetter in most cases. SONORA 

XP Plates are capable of run lengths 

up to 200K impressions on heatset 

web presses, 100K impressions on 

sheetfed and commercial coldset web 

presses, SOK impressions for non-UV 

offset packaging applications, and 10K 

impressions for UV-ink applications. The 

plates also offer high-quality 20-micron 

FM screening capability on platesetters 

with SQUARES POT Technology and AM 

screening of 1-99% at 200 lpi. 

These specifications are similar to those 

found with mainstream processed 

plates, allowing printers to meet their 

customers’ needs while enjoying the 

environmental and economic benefits of 

a process free plate. 

MAKING A DIFFERENCE FOR 
THE PRINT INDUSTRY 
Mr. Lebegue has a lot of confidence 

in the ability of SONORA XP Plates to 

make a difference. He says, “With the 

ability to satisfy up to two-thirds of the 

world’s offset printing requirements, 

including the needs of sheetfed, heatset 

web, commercial coldset web, offset 

packaging, newspaper and short-run UV 

printers, the SONORA XP Plate is the first 

plate that has the potential to shift the 

industry to process free plate making.” 

Switching to process free plates is easy. 

SONORA XP Plates are qualified on all of 

Kodak’s thermal CT P devices and many 

other popular thermal platesetters. In 

most cases, a simple optimization of the 

platesetter for SONORA XP Plates is all 

that’s required to start using the plates. 

(Kodak and Sonora are trademarks of Eastman Kodak Company.) 
© Kodak,2015
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DRIVING SUSTAINABILITY FOR OUR FUTURE 
ISO 14001 Environmental Standard
Ricoh also strives to work towards attaining world’s best 

sustainable environmental management by continuing to 

develop environmental technologies that will help to reduce 

society’s overall environmental impact. To realize sustainable 

environmental management, the Ricoh Group has been making 

every effort to establish its EMS. All sales subsidiaries in the 

AP region including Ricoh (Singapore) Pte Ltd are ISO14001 

certified. 

FSC™ COC CERTIFICATION
Ricoh received Forest Stewardship Council® (FSC™)’s Chain-of 

Custody (CoC) certification in 2010. This certification indicates 

products are audited of the transport and transformation of 

wood-based products from the forests, through processing, 

to final product at consumer outlets – to access and prove the 

origin of wood products. 

PRODUCT AWARDS
Ricoh has earned 16 Awards from Buyers Laboratory LLC (BLI), 

the world’s leading independent tester of document imaging 

Ricoh is one of the world’s leading environmentalist companies, committed to sustainable business everywhere. We 
recognize  environmental conservation as one of the most important missions and regard it as an integral element in 
all our business activities. 

Ricoh Group see a sustainable society as one that balances the Planet (environment), People (society) and Profit 
(economic activities), reduces the environmental impact and maintains it at a level that the Earth’s self-recovery 
capabilities can manage.  We set itself strong environmental targets and goals to minimize not just the environmental 
impact of its products and business activities, but also that of its customers through the use of our products.

In 1994, The Comet Circle™ was established to support realization of a sustainable society. From the manufacturing 
and marketing of products to reducing the environmental impact over the entire product lifecycle, including associated 
upstream and downstream processes, we provide a guide to reduce the environmental impact of our products 
and operations, maximize the values of resources across the lifecycle of our products and substantially limit the 
consumption of new resources. The Group is one of the first in the world to have an extra long-term goal to reduce its 
total CO2 emissions by 87.5% by 2050. We have also been taking active steps to cut CO2 emissions and reduce resource 
depletion such as paper usage in the region.

products, including awards for Outstanding Achievement in 

Innovation for the Ricoh Smart Operation Panel, A3 MFP Line of 

the Year for Energy Efficiency and A3 MFP Line of the Year.

GREEN LABEL CERTIFICATION
The Singapore Green Labelling Scheme (SGLS), administered 

by Singapore Environmental Council, also a member of the 

Global Ecolabelling Network (GEN), endorse industrial/consumer 

products that have less undesirable effects on our environment. 

The Singapore Green Label is a seal of endorsement on its 

environmentally-friendly claims to prevent the abuse of green-

washing.  Ricoh is one of the leading in the Office Automation 

industry to have 90% of their Copying Machines, Printers, Fax 

Machines and Multifunctional Devices certified that is widely 

recognised across 22 countries. 

CSR - ENVIRONMENTAL CONSERVATION - RICOH 
GLOBAL ECO ACTION > ECO ACTION DAY 
Since 2006, the Ricoh Group has set June 5, ‘World 

Environment Day’, as ‘Ricoh Global Eco Action’, when all 

members of the Ricoh Group around the world think about 

the global environment, take eco actions, and improve their 

eco awareness. Eco Action Day is a national public awareness 

campaign organized by Ricoh since 2007. “Green the Red 

Dot, Join the Movement”, the initiative aims to mobilize and 

inspire individuals and organizations in Singapore, widely known 

RICOH FULLY COMMITTED TO 
SUSTAINABLE BUSINESS PRACTICES
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as the “little red dot”, to pledge eco-actions. It hopes that by 

encouraging simple acts such as conserving energy, reducing 

waste and raising environmental awareness, it will help the wider 

public ingrain these actions into daily life. Organizations, schools 

and individuals can register their pledges at ecoaction.sg.

In its ninth year, to celebrate Eco Action Day and World 

Environment Day on 5 June, Ricoh Asia Pacific and Eco-

Business will be convening a panel discussion - “Driving 

sustainability for our future” - featuring senior business, 

government and civic society leaders discussing this year’s 

theme on sustainable consumption and production. 

‘CLEAN & GREEN SINGAPORE’ INITIATIVE
Ricoh marked the tenth year in participating in ‘Clean and Green 

Singapore’ initiative, co-organised by the NEA, CDCs, PUB and 

NParks for the community. This is Ricoh Annual Tree Planting 

Day with more than 300 staff attended. 

RICOH – NEA CORPORATE AND SCHOOL 
PARTNERSHIP PROGRAM
Partnered with NEA Corporate and School Partnership 

program, Ricoh Singapore engaged with school partner, CHIJ 

Lady Queen of Peace to conduct educational activities. In the 

Clean & Green Singapore Schools’ Carnival, students of CHIJ 

showcase their projects that are innovative and edutaining. 

Transformed used toner bottles into innovative products such as 

umbrella stands, flower pots etc.  

AWARDS
• Ricoh Singapore was awarded the Special Mention Green 

Champion Award for outstanding CSR contribution to the 

environment.

• Ricoh Asia Pacific Wins the ASEAN Corporate Sustainability 

Award 2015

• Ricoh Asia Pacific receives the Global CSR Product 

Excellence Gold Award for the integration of its product 

solutions and services

• Double victory to Ricoh Asia Pacific for continuing to 

sustain its position as the Best Company for Innovation & 

Leadership and Sustainability in Office Solutions Industry

• Ricoh Asia Pacific Pte Ltd won the Singapore Sustainability 

Award in Green Technology for two years in a row.

For further information, please visit www.ricoh.com/about/ or 

contact RSP Environmental Team.

BUILDING A SUSTAINABLE 
BUSINESS THROUGH GREENING 
BY ATKIN PANG, SENIOR MANAGER OF CORPORATE SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY, FUJI XEROX SINGAPORE

The past couple of years have seen 

significant development in terms of rising 

awareness of the impact businesses 

can have on the environment. Generally, 

companies of all sizes from small to large 

have begun implementing different types 

of environmentally sustainable initiatives 

whether it is recycling programmes or 

other initiatives designed to reduce their 

carbon footprint.

At Fuji Xerox Singapore, we believe good 

CSR practices goes hand-in-hand with 

good corporate management. As the 

leading provider of information-related 

technology products and services, we 

are in a prime position to not only instill 

environmental awareness amongst our 

own employees, but also to extend that 

learning to our supply partners, customers 

and the general community at large. 

Here are some of the best practices 

and learnings we have adopted since 

2003 to ensure our business strategy 

and operations are aligned with our 

environmental and social impacts, which 

have been critical for our continued 

business success.  

SUPPORTING GREEN PRACTICES 
External Initiatives 
Over the past few years, Fuji Xerox 

Singapore has been proactively 

CONT’D
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“CONSUMERS GLOBALLY 
BELIEVE THAT IT IS IMPORTANT 
TO MAKE ETHICAL CHOICES”
Opening the meeting PEFC International 

Chairman, Mr William (Bill) Street 

PEFC* GENERAL ASSEMBLY IN PARIS 
RECOGNISES DEVELOPMENT IN ASIA

The 19th PEFC Council General Assembly (GA) was held in Paris in November 2014, attended by delegates from 
36 national forest certification schemes, PEFC members and NGOs from across the globe. The agenda provided 

a full update on the progress being made by PEFC as the world’s largest forest certification scheme. 

reaching out to the younger generation 

and general workforce through 

workshops and talks aimed at building 

environmental awareness and raising 

levels of corporate social responsibility. 

A few initiatives are as follows: 

Greening the Workforce Initiative 

– over 150 companies have benefited 

from attending our Go Green with Green 

Digital Tools workshops and sharing 

sessions, designed to promote eco-

friendly office practices. 

Partnering with third-party 
organisations – Fuji Xerox Singapore 

continues to collaborate with external 

organisations such as leading industry 

bodies and educational institutions 

in Singapore to educate today’s 

youth about green technologies, and 

environmental and CSR best practices. 

Internal Initiatives 
Additionally, our employees proactively 

participate in industry environmental 

initiatives including Earth Hour, World 

Environment Day, World Car Free Day and 

many more on an ongoing basis. 

Aside to internal initiatives on promoting 

green practices, all employees are urged 

to minimize paper wastage at work by 

adhering to our Internal Paper Usage 

Reduction Guidelines. Paper re-use and 

recycling habits are cultivated through 

initiatives such as ‘Think Before U 

Print’ stickers, which new employees 

are encouraged to display on their 

computers. All waste paper from our own 

offices are recycled; we have recycled 

4,709 kg of waste paper in 2013. 

GREEN PRODUCTS AND 
BUSINESS SOLUTION 
From material procurement to equipment 

disposal, every stage of our value chain 

is assessed and every measure taken 

to improve the energy efficiency of our 

products and raise an awareness of 

environmental responsibility among our 

customers. 

By the end of FY2013, all 95 of our 

printer models were endorsed by 

Singapore Environment Council’s 

Singapore Green Label to have met the 

stringent standards of environmental 

friendliness. For instance, we have 

rolled out RealGreenTM concept with 

technology and energy conservation 

measures combined with user-friendly 

functionality to create economical, 

efficient and new technologies built 

into our products. This includes Smart 

WelcomEyes and Smart Energy 

Management, all of which speed up 

device use for customers and help 

increase energy-efficiency.

Today, the general public is more 

informed and aware about the need 

to protect the environment, and we 

are seeing more consumers actively 

purchasing environmentally-friendly 

products than before. This is definitely a 

positive development for organisations 

that are on the Green path. 

As for organisations that are still trying 

to figure their way out, it is an opportune 

time to get started in order to keep pace 

with market changes and stay ahead of 

the curve. It pays to be environmentally 

friendly from both a business and ethical 

perspective.

declared that not only is PEFC the 

largest global forest certification scheme, 

but the most trusted – a statement he 

repeated and demonstrated over the 

next several days. 
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there are 36 PEFC-endorsed schemes 

in 37 countries, representing 264 million 

ha of PEFC certified forests – up from the 

250 million ha in 2013.

REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT IN 
ASIA
On market outreach, Mr Gunneberg 

suggested that there are hundreds 

of companies and stakeholders in 

Australasia, China, Japan and Indonesia; 

and on the Asia Promotions Programme 

he singled out India, Vietnam where 

PEFC is holding seminars in December, 

Japan and Indonesia, for special 

attention as potential and new members. 

In summary the PEFC strategy is to 

become the system of choice for all 

involved in sustainable forestry.

Looking forward the General Secretary 

emphasised that PEFC needs to move 

from responding to demand to creating 

desire.  “We have created materials 

and tools for champions of certification 

– with toolkits, training and messaging 

– and positioned PEFC to deliver value” 

he said.  In getting the champions to 

deliver, there were constant calls by 

Gunneberg and throughout the GA for 

certified companies to use the label. 

Only a minority are doing so and thus are 

stealing a march on their competitors, 

if the survey truly reflects consumer 

attitudes in trusting labels, rather than 

marketing green-speak commonly 

used in advertising and promotional 

campaigns.

“As we now have lots of new customers 

nationally and internationally – all of 

whom are potential champions – we 

need to engage positively, efficiently and 

professionally.  After all, ‘on-label’ use is 

really the only way to directly involve the 

final consumer in supporting sustainable 

forest management and are reducing 

deforestation.” he concluded.

GA RE-ELECTS MALAYSIAN AS 
VICE-CHAIR 
Ms. Sheam Satkuru-Granzella was re-

elected as Vice-Chair to the PEFC Board 

of Directors. After serving as a Board 

• Delegates from China, Singapore and Malaysia. 2nd from left: Mr Wang, Chair of the Chinese Forest Certification Council

CONT’D

According to a recent survey of 13,000 

people in 13 countries, 1,000 men and 

women aged 16+ years per country, in 

Australia, Austria, Brazil, China, Finland, 

France, Germany, Italy, Japan, Spain, 

Sweden, UK and USA - more than 80% 

of consumers want companies sourcing 

certified material from sustainable 

managed forests to use certification labels. 

The survey shows that certification 

labels, such as the PEFC label, are the 

most trusted means of giving confidence 

to consumers that paper and wood-

based products are sustainably sourced. 

Consumers globally believe that it is 

important to make ethical choices, with 

60% of all those surveyed agreeing 

that their shopping choice for a labelled 

product can make a positive difference 

to the world’s forest. 

Mr. Street looked back at the successful 

history of PEFC, which was founded 

in Paris 15 years ago by small and 

family forest owners. He renewed the 

organization’s commitment to promote 

sustainable forest management as an 

important contribution to tackling societal 

challenges such as climate change.  

“PEFC has gone from an organization of 

11 national certification systems to 38 

member countries and 22 international 

stakeholder members and growing 

making PEFC the world’s leading forest 

certification system and the world’s 

largest source of eco-certified forest 

products.” Mr Street concluded.  

Ben Gunneberg, PEFC Secretary 

General, in his annual PEFC ‘Report 

and Reflections’, confirmed the growth 

of PEFC and its huge programme of 

activities and projects that are only made 

possible by the work and support of 

national certification schemes.  Today 
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Member since 2009 and becoming 

Vice-Chair in 2011, she will act as Vice 

Chair for a three year period.  ‘Sheam’ 

has represented the Malaysian/tropical 

forestry and timber industry in Europe 

for the last 19 years, and as the Europe 

Director for the Malaysian Timber Council 

(MTC) she covers markets in Europe, 

Turkey and Russia. Ms Genevieve Chua 

of Spicers Paper, based in Singapore 

is also a member of the PEFC Board. 

The GA was also attended by Mr Yong 

Teng Koon, CEO of the MTCC and by 

delegates from Indonesia, Vietnam, 

Japan and China. 

TECHNICAL TRAINING 
SESSIONS
The GA was preceded by a set of closed 

Technical Training sessions on Chain 

of Custody and technical updates, 

as well as a Scheme Development 

Workshop targeting national groups 

that are setting up National Forest 

Management schemes.  Various 

presenters gave information updates, 

including the Asia Promotions Initiative, 

by James Griffiths, PEFC Projects & 

Development Unit. PEFC has been 

making remarkable progress in Asia in 

recent years especially during 2014 with 

the endorsement of the Chinese Forest 

Certification Council’s (CFCC) scheme, 

Indonesia’s national scheme and PEFC 

membership application from Japan.

TWENTY SEVEN AWARDS 
PRESENTED
The GA ended with 27 presentations 

of PEFC Awards, including one to 

MTCC and another to Indonesia, and a 

presentation of a traditional Chinese gift 

known as a DING by the CFCC to PEFC. 

Mr. Street, responded “The endorsement 

of the Chinese national system 

represented a significant milestone for 

PEFC, with China not only one of the 

world’s largest manufacturers of forest 

products, but also among the countries 

with the largest forest area in the world.” 

The CFCS was endorsed in February 

2014 by the PEFC General Assembly, 

after demonstrating compliance with 

PEFC’s globally recognized Sustainability 

Benchmarks, a suite of requirements 

for covering a range of issues including 

standards development, sustainable 

forest management, Chain of Custody 

certification as well as certification and 

accreditation requirements.

The final message from the PEFC 

leadership, following the Stakeholder 

Dialogue which was attended by 

150 delegates and supported by 

Metsa Group, Suzano Pulp & Paper 

amongst others, was clear from 

the General Secretary who said, 

“Consumers increasingly trust 

certification labels like PEFC and 

expect companies to label products 

to help inform their purchasing.  By 

encouraging more supply chain 

actors, including fast moving 

consumer product brand owners 

and major retailers,  to use the PEFC 

logo we can help them connect 

with consumers on sustainable 

forest management in a very direct, 

tangible and credible way.  

PEFC can make this possible by 

scaling up Forest Management 

and Chain-of-Custody certification 

especially in priority markets 

of China, India, Vietnam and 

Indonesia enabling far greater use 

of on-product labelling in the global 

market place”.

The next ‘Stakeholder Dialogue’ to which 

all are welcome (to register and attend) will 

follow the next PEFC General Assembly 

in Switzerland in December 2015. More 

information from www.pefc.org

*PROGRAMME FOR THE ENDORSEMENT OF FOREST CERTIFICATION

• Chairman of IFCC, Indonesia receives the PEFC Endorsement Certification of their National Forest Certification System. From left, 
Ben Gunneberg, Dradjad H. Wibowo, Bill Street
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EXHIBITION NEWS

Printing industries in the region are gearing up to welcome robust growth opportunities expected in 

Southeast Asia – following the establishment of the single-economy ASEAN Economic Community (AEC). 

Global print driver, digital printing, is set to ride on this upward trend. By 2018, it is forecasted that digital 

printing will make up almost 50% of the global offset sector according to the Future of Global Printing to 

2018 report.

Capturing the prospects of the global printing market worth $980 billion, HEWLETT-PACKARD is back 

and will join fellow industry players at the upcoming edition of PACK PRINT INTERNATIONAL 2015, 

happening at BITEC, Bangkok from 26 – 29 August 2015. Helming it up as the largest digital printing 

booth at the exhibition, 

HP will showcase its extensive fleet of game changers, including the HP Indigo Digital Presses, HP Latex 

Printers – poised to encourage productivity and economic break-even points at higher run lengths. 

Visitors can also look forward to special workshops by HP in areas such as labels and packaging, 

corrugated packaging, as well as retail and advertising at the trade show.

 

NEWEST IN PRINTING AND PACKAGING INNOVATIONS BY WORLD’S LEADING 
BRANDS
Backed by a stellar line-up of over 300 leading companies, the 5ww International Packaging and Printing 

Exhibition for Asia will be a smorgasbord of the latest in printing and packaging innovations. Adding 

to the vibrant and diverse mix of showcases, FUJIFILM will bring to the show floor its expert graphic 

capabilities and print technology. 

A leader in computer-to-plate (CTP) printing solutions, the brand’s line of Luxel machines are 

commendable solutions in providing maximum printing press support. Fujifilm will also be sharing their 

industry expertise in Advances CCD Technology, Advances Laser Beam, MultiGrain Technology and 

Thin-layer Thermal Transfer Technology to meet the needs of the evolving printing markets in Southeast 

Asia, for both for buyers and sellers alike.

FERROSTAAL, a long standing provider of printing solutions for the top-class consumables and 

equipment, will ramp up the show’s flow with its complete services for Prepress, Press Finishing 

in Offset, Flexo as well as Digital printing services from Kodak, MGI, Komori, Kolbus, Wohlenberg, 

Meccanotecnica, MBO, Conti-Air and many more.

Visitor pre-registration is now open. For more information on PACK PRINT INTERNATIONAL 2015 and 

visitor’s registration, please visit: www.pack-print.de

5th International Packaging and 
Printing Exhibition for Asia

Bangkok International Trade & 
Exhibition Centre (BITEC)
Bangkok, Thailand

Officially supported by :

Representative in Thailand :

Jointly organized by :

Business Registration 199507124Z

Messe Düsseldorf / Organizer of :

26 – 29 August 2015

www.pack-print.de

expoSis
Exposis Co., Ltd
1755/3 Cedar Park, Soi Ladprao 94
Plubpla, Wangthonglang
Bangkok 10310, Thailand

Tel : (66) 2559 0856 to 8
Fax : (66) 2559 2893
E-mail : info@exposis.co.th

Messe Düsseldorf Asia Pte Ltd
3 HabourFront Place #09-02
HabourFront Tower Two
Singapore 099254

Tel : (65) 6332 9620
Fax : (65) 6337 4633
  (65) 6332 9655
E-mail : ppi@mda.com.sg
www.messe-duesseldorf.de/MDA

Messe Düsseldorf Asia is amember of

HEWLETT-PACKARD 
RETURNS TO PACK PRINT 
INTERNATIONAL 2015
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POSITIONED AS “ASIA’S DEFINITIVE TRADE SHOW FOR VISUAL 
COMMUNICATION INDUSTRY”, VISUAL ASIA EXPO IS SPACE ARENA’S 
SIGNATURE EVENT AND A PROFESSIONAL TRADE SHOW IN ASIA, 

SPOTLIGHTING THE BEST AND COMPLETE VARIETY OF VISUAL 
COMMUNICATION OFFERINGS NOW AND THE FUTURE:

• 5-7 November 2015, 10:30am to 6:30pm daily.

• Held at Halls 401-403, Suntec Singapore Convention & 

Exhibition Centre – located at the heart of a self-contained, 

integrated events infrastructure that is only 20 minutes from 

Changi International airport.

• Comprising three-day trade exhibition, two-day expert 

forum, design showcase, institutional showcase and 

business networking sessions.

• Offering a full spectrum of visual communication design 

and product solutions, market innovations, lighting, LED 

and emerging technologies in the highly energised, cross-

industrial Asian marketplace today.

• Featuring the latest developments and trends in the field of 

visual communication.

• Providing effective orientation and insights into Asia, a 

market characterised by diversity in culture, needs and 

business models.

• Appealing to thousands of professional visitors and qualified 

buyers, with more than 30% from overseas – from retail to 

hospitality, banking, transportation, sports, entertainment, 

government agencies, and property development industries.

The event is supported by Singapore Tourism Board (STB), 

Association of Accredited Advertising Agents Singapore (4AS), 

Professional Photographers Association (Singapore) (PPAS), the 

Design Alliance Asia (tDA Asia), and Print & Media Association, 

Singapore (PMAS).

Space Arena is a visual experience company that transforms 

spaces into visual spectaculars with cutting-edge display 

technologies, projection mapping, design and build, and visual 

communication solutions. Its Singapore-based business serves 

its clients’ turnkey project needs all across Asia, in collaboration 

with the most trusted partners in the region. It acts as a market 

and industry catalyst to keep abreast with visual trends, and 

rallies the best partners in the region to make brilliant ideas work. 

Website: www.VisualAsiaExpo.com

Facebook: visualasiaexpo

Twitter: VisualAsiaExpo

www.SpaceArena.com.sg

Media enquiries please contact:

Thomas Ang

Mobile: +65 9730 9877;  Email: thomas@spacearena.com.sg

VISUAL ASIA 
EXPO 2015
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1. MEGAMART OE PTE LTD
Gordon Warehouse Building   #02-16

No 9 Kaki Bukit Road 2, Singapore 417842

Tel: 6841 1236; e-mail: zainal@megamart-oe.com

www.megamart-oe.com

Nature of business: Supplier of printing equipment

2. SPACE ARENA PTE LTD
Wisma Atria #11-00

435 Orchard Road, Singapore 238877

Tel: 9730 9877; e-mail: thomas@spacearena.com.sg

www.spacearena.com.sg

Nature of business: Visual Communications & Exhibitions

3. AVS PRINTING PTE LTD
Aztech Building #01-01

31 Ubi Road, Singapore 408694

Tel: 6742 4288; e-mail: kelvin.mun@avs.com.sg

www.avs..com.sg

Nature of business: Printing, Digital Printing 

4. ARIS PACIFIC PTE LTD
8 Chang Charn Road #02-18, Singapore 159637

Tel: 6479 7903 e-mail: info@arispacific.com

www.arispacific.com

Nature of business: Techical services, software 

applications, business consulting.

WE WELCOME THE FOLLOWING 
NEW MEMBERS:
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Mr. Michael Chia has come on board as our new SME Talent 

Programme Manager with effect 16th March 2015 to administer 

the STP initiated by SPRING.  

He brings with him many years of management experience to 

PMAS/STP. He assumed regional roles in various capacities for 

more than 20 years. He held positions as Principal Consultant, 

Consulting Manager and Industry Director with leading global 

business solution vendors.

STP is a programme to tap local talents from ITE, Polytechnics 

and Universities to join local SMEs through internships, study 

sponsorships and fresh hire. Under STP, SMEs are eligible for 

up to 70% funding support covering the internship stipend. In 

addition, SPRING Singapore will directly fund sponsorship for 

the students when they sign the deed with the SMEs.

OUR NEW 
SME TALENT 
PROGRAMME 
(STP) MANAGER

SMEs will be funded for the OJT training grants according to the 

specific entitlements. Recruiting in the competitive job market 

may be a challenge for many SMEs in the printing industry. 

As a member of STP under PMAS, you tell us your internship 

and hiring needs and we will reach out to the local Institutes of 

Higher Learning (IHL) to source for talent. We have successfully 

help SMEs in the printing industry in placements for interns and 

fresh hires.

The STP programme will end in June 2016. Companies in 

need of fresh local talents please sign up as early as possible. 

If you want to know more about PMAS services and SPRING’s 

funding for STP, please contact Michael Chia at Tel: 67452408; 

HP: 83633165 email: michaelchia@pmas.sg. 

The website to sign up as STP member is http://bit.ly/

smetalentprog

UPCOMING PMAS EVENTS
PMAS 77TH ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING/
MEMBERS’ NETWORKING  DINNER
Friday 19th June 2015 – Employment & Employability Institute (e2i)

80 Jurong East Street 21, Singapore 609607

Time: 7pm (networking dinner at 8pm)

UPCOMING PRINT SHOWS IN 2015
GRAPHIC EXPO USA
13th to 16th September 2015 – McCormick Place, Chicago, US

FRANKFURT BOOK FAIR 2015 
14th to 18th October 2015 – Frankfurt, Germany
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